Westonbirt, UK Fungus Day. 5 October 2019
A joint Foray organised by the Cotswold Fungus Group and supported by NSBFG and the Dean
Fungus Group.
Several forays were held. A public foray
occurred in the morning, while two Group
forays took place, one in Silk Wood (am) the
other in the Arboretum (pm). Members of the
CFG produced a magnificent display of the fungi
found that was available for public examination
over lunch and during the afternoon.
After several lean years the rains of September
had encouraged a good display of fungi, though
many of the hoped for mycorrhizal fungi were
not present - a possible consequence of the
enormous amount of woodchip that has been
spread around many of the trees.
Notable fungi seen in Silk Wood included
Lacrymaria pyrotricha, a very unusual relative
of the Weeping Widow, Macrolepiota konradii,
Rhodotus palmatus and Tricholomopsis rutilans.
An area left bare following tree clearance had
hundreds of sporophores of Sphaerobolus
stellatus (Shooting Star or Canon Ball fungus).
After lunch, a smaller group had the exciting
sight of Guepinia helvelloides (Salmon Salad)
growing in profusion in the middle of the
Holford Ride. This fungus is generally rare in the UK but occurs more often in the SW of England and
S Wales. Coprinopsis picacea (The Magpie Inkcap) was widely distributed throughout the
Arboretum. It had been an occasional find at the site in previous years (restricted to an area close to
the Education Centre), but the use of woodchips around most of the trees in the Arboretum seems
to have facilitated its profuse development. As in previous years, there was a spectacular display of
Gymnopilus junonius (Spectacular Rustgill) around the site of a felled conifer. Melanoleuca
grammopodia was another common species across the site. Photographs of several of these fungi
are shown below.
List of Fungi
A. Silk Wood
Aleuria aurantia
Armillaria gallica
Armillaria mellea
Auricularia mesenterica
Calocera cornea
Calocera viscosa
Coprinellus micaceus
Coprinopsis atramentaria
Echinoderma aspera
Gymnopus dryophilus
Hebeloma sinapizans
Helvella crispa
Hypholoma fasciculare
Inocybe geophylla

Inocybe geophylla var. lilacina
Lacrymaria pyrotricha
Leccinum scabrum
Lepiota cristata
Leucoagaricus leucothites
Lycoperdon perlatum
Macrolepiota konradii
Macrolepiota mastoidea
Mycena pura
Phallus impudicus
Ramaria stricta
Rhodotus palmatus
Sphaerobolus stellatus
Tricholomopsis rutilans

B. The Arboretum
Aleuria aurantia
Bulgaria inquinans
Calocera viscosa
Coprinopsis picacea
Guepinia helvelloides
Gymnopilus junonius
Gymnopus fusipes
Hygrophoropsis aurantiaca
Hypholoma fasciculare
Inocybe geophylla var. lilacina
Inocybe phaeoleuca

Laccaria laccata
Leccinum scabrum
Lepista nuda
Lycoperdon perlatum
Lycoperdon pyriforme
Macrocystidia cucumis
Melanoleuca grammopodia
Melanoleuca polioleuca
Meripilus giganteus
Mucilago crustacea
Mycena leptocephala

Guepinia helvelloides (Salmon Salad)

Coprinopsis picaceus (The Magpie Inkcap)

Phallus impudicus
Pholiota gummosa
Rickenella fibula
Russula cyanoxantha
Russula nigricans
Scleroderma citrinum
Suillus grevillei
Tubaria furfuracea
Leratiomyces ceres

Sphaerobolus stellatus (Shooting Star): a fungus capable of firing the “cannon balls” at great speed over
relatively large distances. Occurred in vast numbers on cleared ground.

Tricholomopsis rutilans (Plums and Custard) (left), growing in large numbers in Silk Wood; and
Macrocystidia cucumis (right)

Auricularia mesenterica (left) and Lycoperdon nigricans? (right)

Gymnopilus junonius: living up to its English name - Spectacular Rustgill, in Silk Wood

A massive display of a Psathyrella sp, beneath a large tree, typically surrounded by a thick layer of wood
chips. No mycorrhizal fungi were present.

