Hay wood and Hellenge Hill, 21 September2019
We are very grateful to the owners of Hay Wood and to Judith for arranging this visit. Despite the
timing of the visit, after several weeks of very dry conditions, we thoroughly enjoyed the peace and
quiet of the wood and were surprised with a good list of fungi. This wood is now on the Group’s list
for a return visit. Conversely, Hellenge Hill was extremely dry, looking more like a desert than
grassland.

Hay wood
List of Fungi found:
Agaricus xanthodermus
Armillaria mellea
Auricularia auricula-judae
Calvatia gigantea
Clavulinopsis corniculata
Clitocybe nebularis
Conocybe (Pholiotina)
percincta
Coprinellus micaceus
Crepidotus mollis
Daldinia concentrica
Fistulina hepatica

Fuscoporia ferruginosa
Hygrocybe pratensis
Hygrocybe quieta
Hymenochaete corrugata
Hymenoscyphus fraxineus (Ash
Dieback)
Hypholoma fasciculare
Inocybe corydalina
Inocybe geophylla
Inocybe maculata
Inocybe sindonia
Marasmius wynnei

Mycosphaerella hedericola
Panaeolus fimicola
Peziza repanda
Pluteus ephebeus
Postia subcaesia
Psathyrella candolleana
Sawadaea bicornis
Scleroderma areolatum
Stereum hirsutum
Trametes gibbosa

After a welcome by the owners, the walk lead up a track through the woods. We were quickly rewarded by
several large Pluteus growing around the base of a felled tree. Despite the white gills, the grey colour
suggested P. ephebeus, a species that had been seen before this autumn and this was confirmed by the gills
turning pink and examination of the cystidia and cap cells with a microscope.

Unlike similar species, eg. Pluteus cervinus, P. ephebeus has long cells in the cap cuticle (below left) and has
simple pleurocystidia (below right), ie. without the “horns” typical of the other species.

Other species of interest (below left clockwise) were Fuscoporia ferruginosa (Rusty Porecrust), Armillaria
mellea (Honey Fungus), Conocybe percincta, and the ubiquitous Hypholoma fasciculare (Sulphur Tuft)

Three species that were unusual for woodland were Calvatia gigantea (Giant Puffball) and two waxcaps –
Hygrocybe pratense (Meadow Waxcap) and H. quieta (Oily Waxcap). The latter was distinguished by its
orange/yellow coloration, subregular hymenophoral trama and significantly waisted spores.

Hellenge Hill
List of fungi found:
Agaricus campestris
Bovista nigrescens
Bovista plumbea
Cortinarius cisticola
Lepiota oreadiformis
Lycoperdon lividum
Marasmius oreades

The few fungi present on the arid grassland were all in poor condition. Two, Marasmius oreades and Bovista
nigrescens were present in significant numbers, although extremely dehydrated. One mycorrhizal species,
associated with Helianthemum was found – Cortinarius cisticola.
Cortinarius cisticola, with its swollen stipe and blue tinges.

Lycoperdon lividum

Bovista plumbea

The spores of B. plumbea and B. nigrescens are illustrated below. The spores of both species had sterigmal
remnants. Those of B. nigrescens were shorter and blunt (below left), whilst those of B. plumbea were
longer and pointed (below right).

