West Tanpit Wood, Failand 14 Apr 2019

Having visited this wood socially over the last few years, it was decided to visit it for our Spring
Foray. As hoped. the site was quite damp despite the long-term lack of rain and and we were
rewarded with some interesting fungi and also a wonderful display of spring flowers. Photographs
of some of the fungi and flowers are shown below.
Parking on site was facilitated by the Forestry Commission and we forayed in West Tanpit Wood
before a brief walk in the National Trust managed Durbans Batch. The most widespread fungus was
Psathyrella spadiceogrisea, occurring at several locations throughout the woods. We also found
several examples of St George’s Mushroom (Calocybe gambosa) beside the paths and a magnificent
display of Polyporus durus on a well-rotted log. Coprinopsis atramentaria was first seen growing on
the path beneath a wooden step and then in large numbers in moist ground close by. Several
ascomycetes were found, including a few remnants of Sarcoscypha austriaca and several examples
of Psilachnum chrysostigma on the dying stems of both Phyllitis scolopendrium and a Dryopteris sp..
Hymenoscyphus imberbis was present, growing typically on a very wet rotting branch. Also, in the
wetter regions, were several slime moulds, including Arcyria denudata, Lycogala epidendrum and
Trichia botrytis.

List of Fungi found:
Arcyria denudata
Calocybe gambosa
Coprinopsis atramentaria
Daedaleopsis confragosa
Daldinia concentrica
Flammulina velutipes
Hymenochaete corrugata
Hymenoscyphus imberbis
Hypholoma fasciculare
Hypoxylon fuscum
Kretzschmaria deusta
Lycogala epidendrum
Phoma samararum

Polyporus durus
Psathyrella pseudogracilis
Psathyrella spadiceogrisea
Psilachnum chrysostigmum
Sarcoscypha austriaca
Skeletocutis nivea
Stereum hirsutum
Trametes gibbosa
Trametes versicolor
Trichia botrytis
Xylaria carpophila

Fungi found included (clockwise from upper left) Psilachnum chrysostigma, Hymenoscyphus imberbis
Coprinopsis atramentaria, Psathyrella spadiceogrisea, Hypholoma fasciculare and Calocybe gambosa.

Trichia botrytis: a slime mould growing extensively on rotting wood. Also shown are its rounded spores and
pointed capillitium

Spring Flowers: (clockwise from top left): Adoxa moschatellina (Town Hall Clock), Hyacinthoides non-scripta
(Bluebell), Primula vulgaris (Primrose), Allium ursinum (Wild Garlic) and Anemone nemorosa (Wood
Anemone)

